
Introduction to Literature 9CP Summer Reading 2018 

Mr. Jones / Mrs. Verrochi  

 Welcome to 9th grade English!  Aptly named, this will be a course where we will examine different 
types of literature to explore questions about ourselves, our society, and humanity as a whole.  

To that end, please choose at least one of the following novels to read over the summer.  While the requirement is 
only one, you may find it worthwhile to choose a couple of the texts.  When we meet in the fall you will be asked 
to compose an essay based on the novel of your choice, so you will want to make sure you’ve chosen something 
that you are interested in and can easily write about.   

 

 

 

 

Note: if you did not buy your own book, please make sure that you will be able to hold on to the copy you have for at least 
the first couple of weeks of school. 

 

Where Things Come Back by John Corey Whaley 

Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson 

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie 

The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd 

Enjoy your summer, and HAPPY READING!   

The following descriptions are taken from Amazon.com: 

Where Things Come Back: 

In the remarkable, bizarre, and heart-wrenching summer before Cullen Witter’s senior year of high school, he is 
forced to examine everything he thinks he understands about his small and painfully dull Arkansas town. His 
cousin overdoses; his town becomes absurdly obsessed with the alleged reappearance of an extinct woodpecker; 
and most troubling of all, his sensitive, gifted fifteen-year-old brother, Gabriel, suddenly and inexplicably 
disappears.  This extraordinary tale from a rare literary voice finds wonder in the ordinary and illuminates the 
hope of second chances. 

Speak: 

Since the beginning of the school year, high school freshman Melinda has found that it's been getting harder and 
harder for her to speak out loud: "My throat is always sore, my lips raw.... Every time I try to talk to my parents 
or a teacher, I sputter or freeze.... It's like I have some kind of spastic laryngitis." What could have caused 
Melinda to suddenly fall mute? Could it be due to the fact that no one at school is speaking to her because she 
called the cops and got everyone busted at the seniors' big end-of-summer party? Or maybe it's because her 

As you read, please mark passages with Post-its (or underline/highlight if the book is your 
own) any references that reveal these three conflicts: individual vs. self; individual vs. 
individual; and individual vs. society.  Your Post-its should be clearly marked with each type 
of conflict, and you should strive to have a minimum of 3 examples per conflict.  We will 
check for these after the start of classes.	



parents' only form of communication is Post-It notes written on their way out the door to their nine-to-whenever 
jobs. While Melinda is bothered by these things, deep down she knows the real reason why she's been struck 
mute... Laurie Halse Anderson's first novel is a stunning and sympathetic tribute to the teenage outcast. 
 
 
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian: 

Bestselling author Sherman Alexie tells the story of Junior, a budding cartoonist growing up on the Spokane 
Indian Reservation. Determined to take his future into his own hands, Junior leaves his troubled school on the rez 
to attend an all-white farm town high school where the only other Indian is the school mascot. 
 
Heartbreaking, funny, and beautifully written, The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, which is based 
on the author's own experiences, coupled with poignant drawings by Ellen Forney that reflect the character's art, 
chronicles the contemporary adolescence of one Native American boy as he attempts to break away from the life 
he was destined to live. 

 

The Secret Life of Bees: 

When Lily’s fierce-hearted black “stand-in mother,” Rosaleen, insults three of the town’s most vicious racists, 
Lily decides they should both escape to Tiburon, South Carolina—a town that holds the secret to her mother’s 
past. There they are taken in by an eccentric trio of black beekeeping sisters who introduce Lily to a mesmerizing 
world of bees, honey, and the Black Madonna who presides over their household. This is a remarkable story 
about divine female power and the transforming power of love—a story that women will continue to share and 
pass on to their daughters for years to come. 


